Spanish Storytime Program Plan for Pre-School Children and Their Parents

Submitted by Reforma Children and Young Adult Services Committee Member:

Oralia Garza de Cortés  

A Note to Librarians:

Establishing a regular day and time for Spanish Story time is the best way to establish those rituals of literacy so crucial for inculcating the love of reading at a young age, for developing and nurturing new readers, and for establishing patterns for long-term library use.  Storytime is an ideal time for demonstrating best practices for read aloud and/or engaging children in story reading. There can be no other program substitute for the weekly story time tradition. 

Because Spanish is the primary and in many instances the only language that the mother may speak and or/read, it is important that the home language be viewed as an asset and not a liability or a limitation.  Contrary to political beliefs, the overwhelming evidence on language acquisition affirms that language indeed transfers.  The worst harm can come when the child is not read to in any language.   

If you do not speak Spanish, the ideal setting is for you to select stories for which a Spanish edition of the title exists, or a story that is available in a bilingual edition.  Ask a parent to volunteer to help you with story time by being the Spanish reader. Local staff members who can do an animated reading and are willing to work with parents is also ideal.   

Because Spanish story times entail multiple audiences (child and their parents) it is important to welcome the parents.  It is also a great opportunity to point out to the parents elements of a story that you would like for them to know about.  Encourage both children and their parents to participate in the telling of the story.

Theme/Tema

Ratones/Mice

As childen and their parents enter the story time room: give them each a nametag in the shape of a mouse.  Have them write their child’s name and their own first and last name on the nametag, so that you can call on them by name during the course of the story time. 

Introductory Song

Welcome children and their parents by singing a song together:

“Buenos Días” by Jose Luis Orozco can be found in De colores: and other Latin-American folk songs for children. 
Dutton, 1994.

Book to Read 

Nazoa, Aquiles.  La Fábula de la Ratita Presumida.  Caracas: Ekare, Illustrated by Vicky Sempere.  Caracas: Ekare-Banco del Libro, 1994. 

Books to Display  
Belpre, Pura. Perez and Martina.  New York: Viking, 1960. (Available from BWI Distributors).

Soto, Gary.  Chato’s Kitchen. Illustrated by Susan Guevara.  New York: Penguin Publishing Group, 1995. 

________.  Chato y su cena. Illustrated by Susan Guevara.  New York: Penguin Publishing Group, 1997.

Walsh, Ellen Stohl.  Cuentaratones. Illustrated by the author.  Mexico City: Fondo de Cultura Economica, 1996. 

______________.  MousePaint. Illustrated by the author.  San Diego and New York: Harcourt, 1991. 

Introducing the Story/Introduciendo el cuento.

Begin your story time with a question/Principia tu cuento con una pregunta.

Example/ Ejemplo:

Have you ever known a family of mice that goes off to the mountains to live?/ ¿Nunca haz conocido a una familia de ratones que se han ido a las montañas a vivir? Such is the story we are about the read. Cual es la historia del cuento de leeramos.

This story is titled The Presumptious Mouse, written by one of Latin America’s finest children’s writers, Aquiles Nazoa.  

Este cuento es titulado “ La ratita presumida, escrita por uno de los mejores escritores de la America Latina, Aquiles Nazoa.

Explain to the parents that the story is a cumulative story and that you need their help in helping you re-tell the story when prompted by you during the story reading./Explique a los padres que este cuento es un cuento cumulativo,  es decir, que el cuento va aumentando entre más se desarrolla la historia.  .Díganles que usted necesita su ayuda para poderle contra el cuento a los niños.   

Read the Story.  Lea el cuento.

Reactions to Story: 

For Children: 

· Ask children to tell you who their favorite character was.

· Ask children to tell you their favorite part of the story.

For Parents: 

· Ask them what they thought of the story.  

· What are the lessons to be learned from the story.

· Ask them their opinions of the story. 

Closing Song: 

Hasta Luego

(to the tune of Frère Jacques)

 Words by Oralia Garza de Cortés ) 

Hasta luego,

Hasta luego

Ya nos vamos, ya nos vamos

A a a la casa

A a a la casa

A Leer!

A Leer!.

Make and Take CRAFT Project: Stick Puppets 

Parents of Spanish-speaking children come with a wealth of creativity.   Ask them to help you to draw the various cumulative elements of the story you have just read.  Have them color their creations.  Provide craft sticks so that they can paste their characters and or scenery.  Explain how these stick puppets can help children re-tell the story at home. 

Supplies needed:

Craft sticks

Tag board

Pencils

Magic markers

Tape

.    

